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CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT
OF IRAN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No.
345, S. Res. 80.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 80) condemning the
Government of Iran for its state-sponsored
persecution of the Baha’i minority and its
continued violation of the International Cov-
enants on Human Rights.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

AMENDMENT NO. 1999

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Paul amend-
ment, which is at the desk, be agreed
to and that the Senate proceed imme-
diately to a voice vote on adoption of
the resolution, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1999) was agreed
to, as follows:

On page b, line 4, strike the words ‘all
available’’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion, as amended.

The resolution (S. Res. 80), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate, and that
any related statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble reads as follows:

S. RES. 80

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994,
1996, 2000, 2006, 2008, and 2009, Congress de-
clared that it deplored the religious persecu-
tion by the Government of Iran of the Baha’i
community and would hold the Government
of Iran responsible for upholding the rights
of all Iranian nationals, including members
of the Baha’i faith;

Whereas the 2010 Department of State
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
more than 200 Baha’is have been killed, and
many have faced regular raids and confisca-
tion of property.”’;

Whereas the 2009 Department of State
Human Rights Report stated, ‘“The govern-
ment [of Iran] continued to repress Baha’is
and prevent them from meeting in homes to
worship. It banned them from government
and military leadership posts, the social pen-
sion system, and public schools and univer-
sities unless they concealed their faith.”’;

Whereas, on October 15, 2010, the United
Nations Secretary-General issued a special
report on human rights in Iran, stating that
‘“the Baha’i, who comprise the country’s
largest non-Muslim religious minority, face
multiple forms of discrimination and harass-
ment, including denial of employment, Gov-
ernment benefits and access to higher edu-
cation’;
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Whereas, on December 21, 2010, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/65/226) noting ‘‘serious ongoing
and recurring human rights violations” in
Iran, including against the Baha’i commu-
nity;

Whereas, in November 2007, the Ministry of
Information of Iran in Shiraz jailed Baha’is
Ms. Raha Sabet, 33, Mr. Sasan Taqva, 32, and
Ms. Haleh Roohi, 29, for educating under-
privileged children, and gave them 4-year
prison terms;

Whereas Ms. Sabet remains imprisoned in
Iran;

Whereas Ms. Sabet, Mr. Taqva, and Ms.
Roohi were targeted solely on the basis of
their religion;

Whereas, in March and May of 2008, intel-
ligence officials of the Government of Iran in
Mashhad and Tehran arrested and impris-
oned Mrs. Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr.
Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr.
Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs.
Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm, the
members of the coordinating group for the
Baha’i community in Iran;

Whereas, in August 2010, the Revolutionary
Court in Tehran sentenced the 7 Baha’i lead-
ers to 20-year prison terms on charges of
‘“‘spying for Israel, insulting religious sanc-
tities, propaganda against the regime and
spreading corruption on earth’’;

Whereas the lawyer for these 7 leaders,
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Laureate, has
been denied all access to the prisoners and
their files;

Whereas these 7 Baha’i leaders were tar-
geted solely on the basis of their religion;

Whereas, in February 2011, the Revolu-
tionary Court in Tehran sentenced human
rights activist and follower of the Baha’i
faith, Navid Khanjani, to a 12-year prison
term on charges of ‘“‘propaganda against the
regime by publishing news, reports, and
interviews with foreign TV and radio,”
among others;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights; and

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) authorizes the
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on ‘‘the officials of the Gov-
ernment of Iran and other individuals who
are responsible for continuing and severe
violations of human rights and religious
freedom in Iran’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran for
its state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i
minority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the seven leaders and all
other prisoners held solely on account of
their religion, including Mrs. Fariba
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr.
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, Mr. Vahid
Tizfahm, Ms. Raha Sabet, and Mr. Navid
Khanjani;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with the international
community, to immediately condemn the
Government of Iran’s continued violation of
human rights and demand the immediate re-
lease of prisoners held solely on account of
their religion, including Mrs. Fariba
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr.
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, Mr. Vahid
Tizfahm, Ms. Raha Sabet, and Mr. Navid
Khanjani; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize measures, such as those
available under the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment
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Act of 2010 and Executive Order 13553, to
sanction officials of the Government of Iran
and other individuals directly responsible for
egregious human rights violations in Iran,
including against the Baha’'i community.

————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
PEOPLE OF TIBET

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to consideration of Calendar
No. 347, S. Res. 356.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 356) expressing sup-
port for the people of Tibet.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations without
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble, as follows:

[Omit the part printed in boldface
brackets and insert the part printed in
Italic.]

S. RES. 356

Whereas Tibet is the center of Tibetan
Buddhism, and His Holiness the Dalai Lama,
Tenzin Gyatso, is the most revered figure in
Tibetan Buddhism;

Whereas the Government of the People’s
Republic of China continues to enforce poli-
cies that infringe on fundamental freedoms
of Tibetans, including punitive security
measures against monasteries, mass arrests,
and restrictions on freedom to practice reli-
gion;

Whereas both the Dalai Lama and the
Kalon Tripa, Dr. Lobsang Sangay, the prime
minister democratically elected by the Ti-
betan exile community, have specifically
stated that they do not seek independence
for Tibet from China;

Whereas, in his inaugural address on Au-
gust 8, 2011, Kalon Tripa Sangay stated that
he will ‘“‘continue the Middle-Way policy,
which seeks genuine autonomy for Tibet
within the People’s Republic of China’’;

Whereas, according to the Department of
State’s 2011 Report on Tibet Negotiations,
since 2002, nine rounds of talks between the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China and envoys of the Dalai Lama ‘‘have
not borne concrete results’’;

Whereas, despite persistent efforts by the
Dalai Lama and his representatives, the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China
and envoys of the Dalai Lama have not held
any formal dialogue since January 2010;

[Whereas, since March 2011, at least 16 Ti-
betans have set themselves on fire, and at
least 12 have died;]

Whereas, since March 2011, more than two
dozen Tibetans have set themselves on fire, and
at least 19 have died;

Whereas the repressive policies of the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China
have created an environment of despair,
hopelessness, and frustration among many
Tibetans;

Whereas, on November 1, 2011, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Religion or Belief, Heiner Bielefeldt, ex-
pressed concern over ‘‘restrictive measures”
implemented by the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in Tibetan mon-
asteries, stating that such measures ‘‘not
only curtail the right to freedom of religion
or belief, but further exacerbate the existing
tensions, and are counterproductive’ and af-
firming that ‘‘the right of members of the
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